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Service Data Sheet 


R24I 


ALBA III 
‘STARLING” 


IMIlllllllllllllillllllllMlllllllllllllllllllllllllMllllllillllllllf? 


ALBA III—“STARLING” 

portable transistor receiver 


This receiver covers l.w. and m.w. and 
features an output stage of the complementary 
type working into a loudspeaker of 35Q 
impedance. 

DISMANTLING 

To remove the back of the cabinet, insert a 
coin in turn into each of the two slots on the 


underside of the moulding; twisting the coin 
will free the back. Removal of the back provides 
access to the battery, the ferrite rod aerial and 
the component-side of the printed board. All 
of the trimmers and cores which have to be 
adjusted during the alignment procedure are 
accessible without removing the chassis from 
the cabinet. 




Fig. 1—The drive-cord system, showing the alignment markers on the back-plate of the 

scale. 


RELEASE DATE AND ORIGINAL PRICE 
September 1963: llgn 


To remove the printed-circuit board com¬ 
pletely, the three Phillips-head screws marked 
'A' in Fig. 2 should be removed. The leads 
connected to the external-aerial socket and the 
earphone socket may be unsoldered together 
with the loudspeaker leads. 

Reassembly 

When reassembling the receiver, ease the 
tuning knobs into position first. Note that one 
of the three Phillips-head screws is used to 
fasten the clip used for the battery leads. The 
back of the cabinet should be inserted at the top 
edge first when replacing it. 

Drive Cord 

The diagram Fig. 1 shows the routing of the 
drive-cord and the positions of the drive-drum 
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with the wave-change switch in the m.w. 


and tuning cursor when the tuning capacitor is 
in the position of maximum capacity (fully 
meshed). The drive-drum may be released from 
the spindle of the tuning capacitor by loosening 
the 10 B.A. screw in the centre of the drum. 
However, the screw should not be loosened or 
tightened with the tuning capacitor at either 
extreme of its rotation; the capacitor should be 
maintained in some position towards the middle 
of its travel. 

ALIGNMENT PROCEDURE 

As stated earlier, the alignment may be carried 
out with the printed-circuit board in the cabinet, 
removal of the back of the cabinet providing 
access to trimmers and cores. If, however, 
alignment is carried out with the printed board 
removed from the cabinet, the calibration-marks 


on the back-plate of the scale should be 
employed—these marks take the form of 
notches and are shown in Fig. 1. When using the 
markers, the left-hand edge of the cursor (when 
viewed from the front) is the datum. 

Connect a 35Q output meter in place of the 
loudspeaker, or, alternatively, connect a high 
sensitivity 10V a.c. meter across the leads of the 
loudspeaker. During the alignment, keep the 
levels of the signals injected such that the 
output is 50mW (1-3V) or less. 

I.F. Stages 

Switch the receiver to l.w. and turn the 
volume control to maximum and the tuning 
capacitor to minimum capacity. Connect the 
signal generator across VC1 via an isolating 
capacitor of 0*1 p.F. Inject modulated (30% 


400c/s) signals at a frequency of 470kc/s. 
Adjust the cores of LI 3/Ll 4, L11 /LI 2, LI 0 and 
L9 for maximum output, in that order. Repeat 
for optimum results after reducing the level of 
the input signal. 

R.F. Stages 

Inject signals to the receiver by connecting 
the generator to twelve turns of insulated copper 
wire wound to a diameter of 12in and positioned 
coaxial with the ferrite rod aerial about 2ft from 
the receiver. Check that with the tuning 
capacitor at minimum capacity the tuning cursor 
coincides with the end calibration-mark (1). 

Medium Waves 

Tune the receiver to 500m (notch 4) and 
inject 600kc/s. Adjust L8 for maximum output. 


position. Switch S2 is ganged to VR1, and 
resistors R6 and R9 may or may not be 
fitted (depending upon the type of 
oscillator coil and first i.f.t. employed). 

Then adjust the position of L2/L3 on the ferrite 
rod for maximum output. Tune the receiver to 
200m (notch 2) and inject 1500kc/s. Adjust 
TC2 and TCI for maximum output. Repeat these 
four adjustments (to L8, L2/L3, TC2 and TCI) 
until no further improvement results. 

Long Waves 

Tune the receiver to 1500m (notch 3) and 
tune in the Light Programme by adjusting TC3. 
Then, adjust the position of L4/L5 on the ferrite 
rod for maximum output. 

Finally, re-seal all cores and trimmers. 





























